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We would be pleased to include your name among the signers. Will you please 

wire you reply to the above address? 

Sincerely, 
[signed] 
Norman Cousins 

[signed] 
Clarence Pickett 
Co-Chairmen for the Committee 

P.S. Our first statement, “We Are Facing a Danger Unlike Any Danger That Has 
Ever Existed”, has now appeared in 4 1 newspapers and, on at least three occa- 
sions, in the Congressional R e ~ o r d . ~  

Enclosure 

THLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 32A. 

4. This statement first appeared in the New York Times on 15 November 1957. 

To Bayard Rustin 

io March 1958 
[h!Iontgomery, Ala. I 

Reiterating a requestJirst made in a 20 February letter, King solicits Ruslink opinion 
on a draft chapterfrom his manuscript.’ In  a I A p i l  letter to King, Stanley Leuison 
relayed Rustink position that the Old Testament implicitly advocates 

1. Although Rustin frequently consulted with King and the publishers about the manuscript, his 
name did not appear in the book‘s acknowledgments (see for example, King to Rustin, z z  March 
1958, and Rustin, Memo regarding publicity for Stride Toward Freedom, July 1958). In a November let- 
ter to an associate who inquired about King’s apparent oversight, Rustin explained: “In regard to 
King’s book and my name being left out-this was my decision and a very sound one, I believe. I do 
not know if you know that the reactionaries in the south have distributed several pieces of literature 
accusing King of being a Communist and linking me ‘a Communist agitator’ with him. I did not feel 
that he should bear this kind of burden. . . . For your information, the first draft of King’s book listed 
the tremendous help which I had given him and the movement. I mention this only because I would 
not want you to think that Martin is the kind of person who would take my name out because of fear. 
I want you to know that I insisted that he do so” (Rustin to Yone Stafford, 14 November 1958; see also 
King, Draft, Preface and dedication, Stride Toward Freedom, May 1958). 

Z. Levison also expressed Rustin’s concerns that “the concepts of non-violence are not stated in 
suEiciently simple or direct terms which people can readily understand,” and that King’s discussion 
of the Montgomery bus boycott gave the impression “that everything depended on you.” King incor- 
porated Rustin’s observations on Reinhold Niebuhr’s emphasis on humanity’s potential for evil. He also 
quoted directly from an eleven-page memorandum from Rustin: “Love, agape, is the only cement that 380 
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Mr. Bayard Rustin 
5 Beekman Street 
New York 38, New York 

Dear Bayard: 

Enclosed please find the chapter on “NON-VIOLENCE”.3 
Niebuhr as well as most New Testament scholars argue that there is no doctrine 

of non-violence resistence to evil in the Old Testament. They argue that the New 
Testament teaches the doctrine of non-resistence to evil. 

What is your thinking on this? I would like to clear it up in this chapter if 
possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLEp 

Dictated by Dr. King but not read. 
ENC:- 10 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 
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can hold this broken community together” (see Striok Toward Freedom, pp. gg, 106, and Rustin, “More 
on Non-Violence,” April 1958). 

3. This draft, “Nonviolence Takes Shape,” became chapter six, “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence” in 
Stride Toward Freedom. Portions of the chapter also appeared in the September issue ofFeZZowship mag- 
azine; see pp. 473-48 i in this volume. 

To Roy Wilkins 

13 March 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King comma& the executive secretary of the NAACP for his 2 7 February speech in 
Richmond, Virginia, in which Wilkins condemned that statek program of “massive 
resistance” to the Supreme Court S school desegregation ruling.’ On 2 6 March, 

1 .  In his speech, Wilkins criticized the Virginia House of Delegates for allowing the president of 
the Little Rock White Citizens’ Council to speak from the House floor, while denying the Virginia 
NAACP permission to address the body. Wilkins assailed Virginia officials’ “snide trick” of “turning the 
State House over to the Citizens’ Councils and slamming the door in the face of the NAACP. . . . They 
must be doing it because with all their power they don’t think they can win in a fair fight” (Chester 
Hampton, “Roy Wilkins Lashes Va.’s Leaders Plans,” Richmond Afro-Americun, 8 March 1958; “Let’s 
fill the Mosque on Feb. 27,” Richmond Afro-American, 22 February 1958). For more on Virginia’s strat- 
egy of “massive resistance” to integration, see note 2 in King to Aaron E. Henry, I 7 September i 958, 
p. 495 in this volume. 381 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




